
Fact Sheet for the West Orange County HS Relief Property 
 

Orange County Public Schools (OCPS) closely tracks development plans and population 
projections to plan for future school siting and construction. The following information is 
regarding the anticipated need for a relief high school for west Orange County. After extensive 
investigation, it was determined that the  property located near the intersection of Ficquette 
Hancock Road and Winter Garden Vineland Road was the best site to accommodate the 
student population growth anticipated from forecasts of development expected to occur and 
approved throughout west Orange County. 
 
Property Information 

 Approximately 66 acres to the northeast of the Ficquette Hancock and Winter Garden 
Vineland Roads intersection. 

 OCPS acquired the property for $7,177,200. A portion of the property was acquired by 
purchase in 2004 and the remainder was acquired via eminent domain in 2006.  

 Because the property was not acquired in one single transaction some of the necessary 
land use rights could not be secured at the time of the purchase in 2004. 

 In anticipation of constructing a high school, OCPS sold 2.67 acres to Orange County in 
2008 for right-of-way use to allow for future widening of Winter Garden Vineland Road 
(CR 535). 

 The site is located in the West Orange High School attendance zone. 

 Current zoning for this site is Rural Country Estates (R-CE). 
 
West County High School Needs 

 West Orange High School (WOHS) has a capacity of 2,994 students. The current 
enrollment (including the West Orange 9th Grade Center) is 3,472.  

 The 5-year enrollment projection for WOHS is 4,242 students. The 10-year projection is 
4,968. 

 The projected enrollment at the area’s “build out,” meaning all residential space is filled, 
is 7,993 students. 

 It is anticipated that a new, relief high school on the Beck property site would support a 
capacity of 2,850 students. 

 
Application Process 

 Application for Special Exception was filed on Monday, April 29, 2013. The application 
is for the County to determine whether the property meets the special exception criteria 
for use as a high school. 

 The applicant is slated to be heard before the county’s Board of Zoning Adjustment 
(BZA) on Friday, September 6, 2013. 

 County commissioners will likely hear the BZA’s recommendation in early November.  

 If approved, and the approval is not challenged, the design phase for the high school 
will begin shortly thereafter so that it can open in time for the 2017-2018 school year. If 
it is denied, the School Board will review all options as it MAY delay the opening for any 
relief school. 

 
For a copy of tonight’s display visit https://www.ocps.net/Community/ls/Pages/default.aspx. 
The items should be available by Friday, Aug. 30. 

https://www.ocps.net/Community/ls/Pages/default.aspx

